338      ST. AUGUSTINE AND  HIS AGE
It lies entirely beyond my field. The smaller work, the Manual on Faith, Hope, and Charity, which he published about 421, may be recommended as a short presentment of his fully developed views on moral and dogmatic theology. Some interest attaches, also, to the little book On the Care of the Dead, written about the same time, and therefore illustrative of his later views about the future state. Augustine commends the practice of praying for the dead, though he thinks the prayers will only be of service to them—he does not, unfortunately, develop this hint at a purgatory, and we know he maintains the eternity of hell—in proportion to the righteousness of their conduct on earth. Interesting, too, is the little work On the Catechetical Instruction of the Ignorant, written at the request of a Carthaginian deacon about 400. It is a practical and painstaking manual of directions, pleasantly illustrating the side of early church-life which is indicated in the title. The admonition to wake up your drowsy subject occasionally with c something seasoned with a little salt,' points clearly to Augustine's earlier years. There remain a host of works of a didactic or dogmatic character, which I will simply enumerate, with the dates assigned by the Benedictines, so that quotations